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Catherine Panter-Brick - Summary 

 
Professor of Anthropology, Health, and Global Affairs at Yale University since 2010. Initially schooled in French.  

M.A. Human Sciences, M.Sc. Human Biology, and PhD in Biological Anthropology from Oxford University.   

 

Leadership 

Head of Morse College: Chief administrative officer, responsible for the wellbeing of ~600 undergraduate students in 

residence and for fostering the social, cultural, and educational life and character of the college. Hiring 

responsibilities: Dean of College (2107) and Service Assistant (2017).  

 

Interdisciplinary leadership: Medical Anthropology Senior Editor for Social Science & Medicine: Commissioning peer 

review and production of ~600 health-related manuscripts/year, to advance international knowledge bridging 

biomedical and social sciences health-related research.  Commissioning special issues – e.g. The role of Racism in 

Health Inequalities (2018), Austerity, Health, and Wellbeing (2017), Medical Humanitarianism (2014), Bioethics in 

the Field (2013), Ethnography of Health for Social Change (2013), Sleep, Culture and Health (2013), Migration, 

Illegality and Health (2012), and Conflict and Health (2010).   

 

Global leadership: Engagement with academics, practitioners, and policy as Director of the Yale Program on Conflict, 

Resilience and Health, MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies, http://www.yale.edu/macmillan/crh/. 

Leading member of the Early Childhood Peace Consortium (ECPC), which gathers 140 partners from multiple 

sectors, agencies and countries to advance scientific research on peace initiatives. Internationalization in global 

health research, https://yalealumnimagazine.com/articles/4659-yale-institute-global-health 

 

Lucy Mair Medal: awarded by the Royal Anthropology Institute of Great Britain and Ireland to honor excellence in the 

application of anthropology to the relief of poverty and distress and to the active recognition of human dignity.   

 

Advisory and Service Committees 

Extensive service on Presidential, Provostial and Decanal Committees, across the Faculty of Arts & Sciences and the School 

of Public Health at Yale.  Recent examples: Yale Institute Global Health Director Search Committee (2018); Yale 

College Dean Appointment Committee (2017); Jackson Institute for Global Affairs Executive Committee (2017-18); 

Humanities Area Committee and Tenure Appointments (2016-18); MacMillan Center for International and Area 

Studies Executive Committee (2014-15); Women’s Faculty Forum Steering Group (2014-18); Services Committee 

in the Residential Colleges (2016-7); Committee of Teaching in the Residential Colleges (2015). 

 

Senior Advisor on scientific boards for interdisciplinary research overseas.  Select examples: for the Canadian Institute for 

Advanced Research, ranking 5-yr research programs (2017-18); for Horizon 2020, European Commission, 

to provide a new generation of evidence-based interventions (2017-18); for the European Union’s project on 

fostering responsive mental health systems (2017-18).   

 

Research Scholarship 

Directed more than 40 interdisciplinary research projects that address issues of risk and resilience in contexts of war, 

displacement, famine, and poverty.  Fieldwork in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, the Gambia, India, Jordan, Nepal, Niger, 

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka Tanzania, and the United Kingdom.  Global collaborations with scholars at over 

60 different universities in the last 4 years, established through fieldwork and publications. 

 

Authored over 130 peer-reviewed scientific publications in the biomedical, health, and social sciences, and coedited seven 

books, most recently Pathways to Peace (MIT Press, 2014) and Medical Humanitarianism: Ethnographies of 

Practice (Pennsylvania Press 2015) - chosen by MSF Crash (a consortium interested in critical and engaged 

humanitarianism) for their summer reading list https://medium.com/@MSF_Crash/summer-reading-47b41c0ed05f.  

 

Public Intellectual Life 

Keynote speaker, United Nations, New York City. E.g at the invitation of the NGO Health Committee on Forced Migration 

(2015); at the invitation of the Universal Peace Federation (UPF International) to discuss the significance of families 

for human and societal development (2014); as leading member of the Early Childhood Peace Consortium (ECPC) 

http://www.yale.edu/macmillan/crh/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__medium.com_-40MSF-5FCrash_summer-2Dreading-2D47b41c0ed05f&d=DwMGaQ&c=cjytLXgP8ixuoHflwc-poQ&r=Bdii0ZyUXaTEHYv3jJBd0AM05LybjgHtJdKc4iS9TZI&m=VvvgTSBqUS7TLs2fLwyPxY28TAcxuGmOzu222pPLAAc&s=UlD1OdZynWlbPZA3Atx8Uw_je1UPcqjm0Yqtpe2rfIM&e=
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for the UN High Level Forum on the Culture of Peace (2014). Participant, at the invitation of the Women’s 

Federation for World Peace International (WFWPI) for sessions on the Status of Women (2018); 

 

Invited presentations, e.g. for the World Health Organization (Geneva, 2017), the World Bank (Washington DC, 2017), the 

UNGA International Rescue Committee and Sesame Street International (NYC, 2017), the No Lost Generation 

dissemination platform for Syrian refugees (Jordan, 2017), United States Institute of Peace, Washington DC (2016 

& 2018). 

 

Contributions to broadcasts by VOA, NPR, the BBC World Service, and to local, national, and online press. 

 

International Collaborations 

Strong research partnerships between academics and humanitarians, and between researchers at universities in Jordan, US, 

UK, and Canada.  Recent examples include: Outreach activities for the R2HC Research for Health in Humanitarian 

Crises, Jordan (2017), for the No Lost Generation Dissemination Platform for Syrian refugees, Jordan (2017); 

Dissemination events in the UK for Wilton Park Dialogue, Save The Children/Department for International 

Development, UK (2018), and for R2HC Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises, London (2017). 

 

Funding and Presentations 

Research funding from the National Science Foundation, the Wenner-Gren Foundation, the British Council, Save the 

Children & DFID-UK, the Wellcome Trust, the Leverhulme Trust, the UK-based Economic and Social Research 

Council, the Medical Research Council, the NHS, and the French Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique.   

 

Gift awards from the AÇEV Foundation (Turkey).  Gift: $220,000 for 2013-14; $125,00 for 2014-15. Interdisciplinary 

initiative to strengthen research and advocacy on child development and peace-building. Role: Study design, 

systematic evidence review, strategic initiatives for capacity-building. 

 

Organization of colloquia and presentations at Yale to create synergies between Yale faculty and create opportunities for 

students and fellows, e.g. for the MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies: Health and Humanitarian 

Action (2018), Social Innovation (2017), Violence, Intervention & Agency (2015); e.g. panels for the Jackson 

Institute: World Fellows program (2017), Yale International Policy Competition at the Jackson Institute (2018).  

Presentations to activate partnerships and alumni networks overseas, e.g. alumni fundraising and networking events 

for the Jackson Institute for Global Affairs and the MacMillan Center, for the Yale African Women Program (senior 

governmental officials, May 2018 & 2105, and the Global Health Leadership Institute (GHLI, 2013). 

 

Teaching and Mentorship 

World Fellows, graduate and undergraduate teaching include: Humanitarian Interventions; Health Disparities and Health 

Equity; Trauma, Resilience, Health and Culture; Conflict and Health; Gateway to Global Affairs; Global Health 

Foundations.  

 

Academic advising includes 9 PhD students in recent years (2017-18), MA and undergraduate students from the Jackson 

Institute for Global Affairs; MA students from the School of Public Health; and Morse College undergraduate 

students from all majors across Yale. 


